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The MCHA had a busy, very successful year thanks to dedicated and ac-
tive board members and volunteers! Thank you for your support as mem-
bers!

Without your support, both time and money, MCHA could not sponsor
the following events: Bryant House Heritage Day, Shaw House Colonial
Day, Treasure Sale and Shaw Heritage Day, Christmas Members Party,
Shaw Christmas Open House and Bryant House Christmas Open House.

There are many opportunities to volunteer with the MCHA...lots of work,
but also lots of fun and satisfaction. As stated in our mission statement,
one of our main goals is to share and preserve the rich history of Moore
County, especially for our young people!

MCHA closed out the year with the Annual Meeting and election of new
board members. The meeting held on June 7, in the shade of the trees at
the Historic MacLeod House on Roseland Road in Aberdeen, with 60
members attending. The MacLeod family served as hosts for the meeting.

Retiring MCHA board members, Carla Butler, Hugh Shepard, Carly Sut-
ton, and Steve Gaydica were recognized and presented with a small gift.
New board members were presented and elected. We are excited to wel-
come the new board members: Jeremy Blake, Seven Lakes South; Bob
Curtin, Southern Pines; Cameron Guida, Aberdeen; Nicole Guida, Aber-
deen; Matt Mutarelli, Southern Pines; Carol Haney, Southern Pines; Carol
Stewart, Carthage; and Matt Farina, Southern Pines.

After the short business meeting, Molly MacLeod gave a short presenta-
tion on the history of the MacLeod family and the MacLeod house, fol-
lowed by tours of the house. Guests enjoyed Martha MacLeod’s Lemon
Poppyseed Cake, baked and served by MCHA.

We are looking forward to another successful year and hope to see you
at our events, not only as a visitor, but as a volunteer!

Dorothy Kicklighter, Co-President



UP-COMING
EVENTS

18th ANNUAL SHAW HOUSE
HERITAGE FAIR & MOORE
TREASURES SALE

At the Shaw House, 110 W. Morganton Road,
Southern Pines. Will occur rain or shine.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2026, Moore
Treasures Pre-Sale from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
precisely.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026, Heritage
Fair and Moore Treasures Sale from 9:00 am
to 4:00 pm

ADMISSION FEE: adults $2; children under
12 are free. A free raffle ticket is included
with each paid admission.

The annual Fair and Treasures Sale serve as a
major fund-raiser for the non-profit Moore Coun-
ty Historical Association. The fair offers unique
vendors, food, live music and entertainment,
demonstrations of old-time crafts, treasure sales
and farm animals for petting.

There will be collectibles, pottery, jewelry, art,
antiques, vintage books, toys, glassware, and
much more, all at great prices. Credit cards are
accepted, but cash or checks are preferred.

Please note that this year there is an admission
charge of $2 for adults on SATURDAY, but this
includes a free raffle ticket with paid admission.
Additional raffle tickets can be purchased for $2
each, or 3 for $5.

Also note that the Treasures Pre-Sale, only, will
begin on Friday from 9-1 precisely. There is no
admission charge on Friday. The pre-sale re-
places the two weekend sales held in the past.
The pre-sale ends at 1 pm to allow vendors to
set up.

We are now accepting donated collectibles and
housewares for the sale. Please leave them on
the back porch of Shaw House or contact Sarah
at 910-692-2051 to arrange a pick up.

80th Anniversary of the Moore
County Historical Association

On March 7, 1946, the Moore County Historical
Association was formed for the purpose of pur-
chasing the Shaw House and saving it from de-
struction. The house is the oldest house in
Southern Pines on its original foundation and is
considered of major historical significance.

The Association’s primary founder was Eliza-
beth (Buffie) lves who was a “Yankee Lady”
with a “Southern Heart.” She was the sister of
Adlai Stevenson I, who was governor of lllinois,
twice a presidential candidate, and ambassador
to the United Nations. It was her guiding force
that led the Association in the acquisition of the
Shaw House, the Alston House (House in the
Horseshoe), the Bryant House, and other struc-



Up-Coming

tures of historical significance. These acquisi-
tions were made not because they were man-
sions of great importance but because they
told the story of “how the people lived.”

The Association is the oldest historical asso-
ciation in continuous operation in North Caro-
lina and has never flagged in its efforts to
preserve the culture in the entire region.

As members, you should be proud to belong
to and support its activities. But with pride,
there also come important obligations. These
include attending Association events, volun-
teering if possible, and most important, en-
couraging your friends and neighbors to join.
Preservation is one side of the coin; educa-
tion of the next generation is the other side.
Only by sparking interest in our children and
grand-children can we assure that this Asso-
ciation will carry out its objectives for another
eighty years.

Lecture Series

The next lecture in the 2026 series will occur
on Sunday September 20, 2026, at 2:00 pm
at the Southern Pines Civic Club. Socializing
begins at 1:30 pm. Jackson Wittkamper will
talk about How to Research Your World
War Il Military Relative. He will also cover
your military relative back to the Civil War.
This is Jack’s story in his own words.

“This journey started for me with my own
grandfather. He did not share much about his
time in the Pacific, and after he died | inherit-
ed a few of his war keepsakes and photos
that | knew nothing about. None of my aunts
or uncles (his children) knew anything either,
so | decided to try and find out.

After about two years of learning to dig
through the archives, | was able to recreate
his entire service history and retrace his path
during the war, almost to the day. | even

Events

found some reports in the archives that had
his signature on them! Slowly, | started doing this
for others as well. | have become quite passionate
about this type of research, because | have seen
how rewarding it is for people to recover family
stories that are all but forgotten. These stories,
however, are hiding in plain sight.

Most information is available to the public for any-
one to access, but it takes some practice to know
where to look. | have been doing this for a number
of years now, and I'd love to teach others how to
do it. Whenever | do research for someone, | al-
most always hear the same comment: "he never
talked about it." With the WWII generation quickly
slipping away, | have sensed a growing hunger in
their children and grandchildren to preserve their
histories.”

The World War Il Victory Medal was established
by an Act of Congress on 6 July 1945. The Con-
gressional authorization for the medal specified
that it was to be awarded to any member of the
United States military who served on active duty,
or as a reservist, between 7 December 1941 and
the ending of hostilities as declared by the presi-
dent.



ASSOCIATION
NEWS

Clenny Creek Heritage Day

Saturday, April 18, 2026, marked another suc-
cessful day for the annual celebration. The
weather was excellent. Attendance was slightly
down from last year due to competing area
events. Those attending were rewarded with a
variety of events.

Reenactors provided regular musket-firing
demonstrations. The Grange provided a new ad-
dition to the menu that was a great success—
fried baloney sandwiches. Children could pet
farm animals, make cornhusk dolls or learn how
to use hand tools. There was frequent live music.
There were information booths for the DAR and
Colonial Dames. There was an exhibit of black
soldiers from the Revolutionary War to the Span-
ish American War. And of course there were
tours of the Bryant House and the MclLendon
cabin, the oldest in the county on its original foun-
dation.

Dinner on the Grounds—May

Another successful colonial dinner was served at
the Shaw House on Friday, May 1, for 28 guests
who were greeted upon arrival by Don McLeod in
a kilt. After cider, appetizers, and a soup course,
dinner was served. The meat course was veni-
son or Cornish hen. Dessert was Scottish short
cake and berries. There was live musical enter-
tainment during dinner.

There were many people who contributed their
time to serve and clean. Cynthia Birdsall donated
the rental cost of tables and chairs. Chef Giff
Fisher donated not only his time cooking the
meal, he even provides the food. Giff spoke to
the group after dinner and remarked that he per-
sonally hunted the source of the venison! We can
thank Carla Butler for the idea of the entire dinner
series.

Colonial Day— May 2026

The second Colonial Day was held on Saturday,
May 30, 2026, on the Shaw property. Attendance
was up 30% from last year. There were many
young families with children. There were tours of
all the buildings and herb garden. The blacksmith
and the stocks were popular attractions as were
colonial children’s games and crafts.

There were hourly talks on colonial topics and
events. There was food, demonstrations of weav-
ing and other crafts. The DAR had an information
table. There was an exhibit of colonial history as
depicted on U.S. postage stamps.
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Annual Meeting—June 2026

The Annual Meeting of the membership oc-
curred on Sunday, June 7, 2026, at the McLeod
Land Grant Historic Home on Sandy Branch in
Aberdeen. The original house dated back to the
1790s. Mollye McLeod presented a history of
the property and members toured the inside of
the home. The family also provided packets of
color photos of the home and property.

The new Board members were presented to the
more than 50 attendees and were approved by
the membership. After the meeting, a delicious
dessert was served.

Lecture— June 2026

Dr. Julia Hans spoke at the Southern Pines Civic
Club on Sunday, June 14, 2026. Her topic was
based on her new book on early Southern Pines
as part of the Postcard History Series. A majori-
ty of the postcards Julia used in her book are
from the Koster postcard collection in the ar-
chives of the Moore County Historical Associa-
tion.

Copies of Julia’s book can be found at the
Country Bookstore for $24.99.

New Board Members of MCHA

A full board for the MCHA consists of 18 members
according to the Association’s By-Laws. These
have been divided into three classes of six mem-
bers. A term on the board is three years. After two
consecutive 3-year terms, a member is not eligible
to serve on the Board for a 1-year period. After
the 1-year hiatus, a member is again eligible.

New Board members starting in July 2026 are:
Robert (Bob) Curtin

Carol Haney

Jeremy Blake
Matt Farina

Cameron Guida Nicole Guida

Matt Mutarelli Carol Stewart

Matt Farina is the only “retread.” The remaining
seven are “new comers” and are younger. All are
looking forward to fulfilling the MCHA'’s mission.

Charles W. Shaw Painting

John Lynn is the great, great, great grandson of
Squire Shaw, and also is the grandson of Marga-
ret Campbell Lynn who painted the picture of the
Squire. John and his wife, Cathy, visited the Shaw
House for the first time on May 5, 2026. They live
in Hanover, PA. He remembers his grandmother
painting the picture.



A SLICE OF
HISTORY

The Coinage Act that Created
the United States Mint

In colonial America, settlers were expected to
follow the rules set by the king of England.
While a few charters allowed colonies to pro-
duce their own coins, most did not. Then in
1652, the people of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony took a chance when England was with-
out a king and established their own mint in
Boston. Though a new king later came to pow-
er, the Boston Mint struck all its coins for 30
years with a 1652 date to lead the British to
believe all those coins had been minted then.

A century later, as America went to war with
England for its independence, the issue of coin
production arose again. In February 1777, a
congressional committee suggested the crea-
tion of a national mint in America. While the
Treasury Board was supposed to begin plan-
ning a mint, they took no further action. How-
ever, this was the first known instance of Con-
gress’s interest in creating a national mint.

The following year, the Articles of Confedera-
tion authorized the states to strike their own
coins. That same year, a committee designed
the Treasury seal, which is used on US money
and is part of the Mint seal.

Then in 1782, Superintendent of Finance Rob-
ert Morris addressed Congress, asking to es-
tablish a US mint, with the production costs to
be paid by those that used the coins. Four
years later, the Continental Congress author-
ized the establishment of a mint but stated that
coins should be produced on contract rather
than at the expense of the public.

However, in 1789, the new Constitution went
into effect, replacing the Articles of Confedera-
tion. Under the Constitution, Congress was giv-
en the power to make money, regulate its val-
ue, and punish counterfeiters. It also prohibited
the states from producing their own money.

Two years later, Secretary of the Treasury Alex-
ander Hamilton submitted a report to Congress
suggesting a mint. Congress responded and pro-
duced a resolution in March 1791. A little over a
year later, the resolution became law on April 2,
1792. It authorized the creation of a national mint
“at the seat of the government of the United
States.” The US Mint building in Philadelphia was
the first federal building created under the Consti-
tution.

The act called for the Mint to make coins of gold,
silver, and copper. The first coins struck were half
dimes reportedly made from silverware donated
by George and Martha Washington. The first
coins to be struck and circulated were 11,178
copper cents delivered on March 3, 1793. Some-
times called the chain cent, it was unpopular with
the public because the chain of 15 links on the
back (meant to symbolize the states) reminded
many of slavery. It was quickly replaced with the
wreath cent.


https://68.media.tumblr.com/4946cd68c9f28a2a8f1c4b4d6cbefed4/tumblr_inline_mgll777Mi01r2j7ub.jpg
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A REAL SLICE
OF HISTORY

“The Greatest Thing” — Sliced
Bread!

On July 7, 1928, sliced bread was sold for the
first time in Chillicothe, Missouri. Bread is one
of the world’s oldest prepared foods, made
and consumed around the globe for thou-
sands of years. Long before it was sliced, it
was broken off in pieces, which led to another
popular phrase, “breaking bread.” But why
wasn’t bread sold pre-sliced until 19287 In
part, being sliced means the bread may go
stale faster, so inventors sought to create a
machine that would both slice and wrap.

Missouri jeweler Otto Frederick Rohwedder
became fascinated with the idea of inventing
a bread slicing machine. He so believed in it,
he sold all three of his jewelry stores to get
the money he needed to build his first ma-
chine. Rohwedder invented the first success-
ful bread slicer and wrapper in 1912, but it
was destroyed in a fire. Fifteen years later he
tweaked and patented his design.

He spent considerable time studying what
the perfect slice size should be and settled at
just under a half an inch. Rohwedder sold a
machine to Missouri-baker Frank Bench and
another to Gustav Papendick who made im-
provements that sliced the loaves more clean-
ly and wrapped them in wax paper.

Then on July 7, 1928, Chillicothe Baking Com-
pany in Missouri became the first bread compa-
ny to try this new machine and sell pre-sliced
loaves of bread. Other bread companies were
slow to follow. Many didn’t think it was worth it to
buy new machines to do something people had
always done at home. Two years later, national
bread chain Wonder Bread made sliced bread a
necessity and it has been ever since. In fact,
during World War Il, when Americans were will-
ing to cut back on sugar, meat, and other things
for the war effort, one thing they wouldn’t give
up was sliced bread. The government halted
factory-made sliced bread, but it caused such
an uproar, the ban only lasted a few months.
The popularity of sliced bread also increased
the need and production for spreads such as
butter, jams, and jellies.

Where did the phrase “The best thing since

sliced bread” come from? It likely started with
the Chillicothe Baking Company itself. When
they first started selling their sliced bread, they
advertised it as “the greatest forward step in the
baking industry since bread was wrapped.” The
phrase may have gained popular usage, but it
wasn’t recorded until 1952, in an interview with
Red Skelton in the Salisbury Times, when he
said, “Don’t worry about television. It’s the great-
est thing since sliced bread.”

Reprinted from Mystic Stamp Co., Camden, NY



Archives
Up-date

The Moore County Historical Association
(MCHA) maintains an outstanding archival
collection managed by full-time volunteer
Sue Pockmire. Since the Association's found-
ing in 1946, hundreds of individuals, families,
organizations, and businesses have entrust-
ed the MCHA with preserving documents,
photographs, artifacts, maps, postcards,
newspapers, and other materials that docu-
ment the history of Moore County.

Substantial progress has been made in re-
cent years to digitize and catalog these mate-
rials. A major milestone occurred recently
with the submittal of 400 digitized photos and
postcards to DigitalNC, digitalnc.org, which
makes these images available to the public
online. A significant amount of work remains
to ensure the collections are properly pre-
served and accessible to researchers and
the public. Major collections include:

Ray Collection - One of the Association's
most important holdings, consisting of more
than 500 original documents dating as early
as 1767. Materials include original land
grants issued in the name of the King of Eng-
land, deeds, surveyor's notes and plats, tax
receipts, correspondence, and other legal
documents documenting the early settlement
and development of Moore County.

Rassie E. Wicker Collection - Mr. Wicker, a
Moore County historian and author of the 550
-page publication Miscellaneous Ancient
Records, spent decades researching and re-
cording local history and genealogy. His col-
lection contains maps, plats, deeds, copies of
historic grants, family histories, and genea-
logical materials documenting many of Moore
County's earliest families.

Emerson Humphrey Collection - Emerson
Humphrey served as the official photogra-
pher for Southern Pines and the surrounding
area for more than fifty years. Following his
death in 1979, his son donated the collection
to MCHA. The collection includes approxi-
mately 8,000 negative envelopes and more

than 4,800 photographic prints documenting
Moore County throughout much of the twentieth
century.

McKenzie and Dickerson Collection - Don
McKenzie and Glenn Dickerson became Moore
County's primary photographers following
Humphrey's retirement. When Don McKenzie re-
tired in 2020, the collection of negatives, photo-
graphic prints, DVDs, and digital images was do-
nated to MCHA. Although the collection has not
been fully inventoried, it is estimated to contain
more than 20,000 images and represents one of
the largest photographic archives in the county.

Historic Postcard Collections—The Archives
maintains two major Moore County postcard col-
lections: Larry Koster Collection — approximately
4,300 postcards - and Robert Brendell Collection
— more than 850 postcards.

Additional Archive Holdings— Additional col-
lections maintained by the Association include:

Historical resource files on notable Moore County
individuals; Town, community, and event files

Scrapbooks dating from the 1930s through the
1960s; Donated family and organizational collec-
tions

Association newsletters
Historic deeds and land grants

Nineteenth and early twentieth-century tax rec-
ords

Vintage newspapers and newspaper clippings;
Printed promotional materials, brochures, and
advertisements

Significance The Archives represents one of the
most important repositories of Moore County his-
tory and continues to grow through donations and
active preservation efforts. Continued investment
in preservation, cataloging, and digitization will
ensure these resources remain available for fu-
ture generations.



Another Slice
Of History

The Flag Acts and the Star-
Spangled Banner

Many people claimed to have designed Ameri-
ca’s first flag, including Betsy Ross and Francis
Hopkinson. Regardless of who designed it, the
first Flag Act of June 14, 1777, declared that
the flag contain 13 stars and 13 stripes, in hon-
or of the 13 states of the Union.

However, that resolution didn’t specify the ar-
rangement of the stars, the number of points
they had, or whether the flag should have sev-
en red stripes and six white ones or vice versa.
So many early flags had different variations of
this design. These included some with all the
stars grouped to form one larger star, all the
stars in a circle, and in rows.

In the second Flag Act of January 13, 1794, the
number of stars and stripes was increased to
15 to represent the admission of Vermont
(1791) and Kentucky (1792) to the Union. In
June 1813, Major George Armistead arrived in
Baltimore, Maryland, to take command of Fort
McHenry, built to guard the harbor of the city.

Armistead commissioned Mary Pickersqill, a
Baltimore flag maker, to sew two flags for the
fort: a smaller storm flag (17 by 25 ft) and a
larger garrison flag (30 by 42 ft). She was hired
under a government contract and was assisted
by her daughter, two nieces, and an indentured
African-American girl. It took 6-8 weeks to
make the flags which were delivered in August
1813. The garrison flag was the flag that flew
over Fort McHenry in September 13, 1814, and
inspired Francis Scott Key’'s “Star Spangled
Banner.”

For over 20 years, the flag was not changed
when states were added to the Union due to
the belief that it would be overcrowded. It was
Peter Wendover, a US Congressman from New
York, who recognized the need for an updated
flag. The current design had 15 stars and

stripes, but five more states had been added to
the Union. Wendover turned to Samuel Reid, an
experienced navy officer, for advice. Reid de-
signed three flags for Wendover to pre-
sent. They decided to return to the original 13
stripes and to put 20 stars on a blue field. In this
way, a new star could easily be added for each
new state admitted into the Union.

Taking one of Reid’s designs, the “People’s
Flag,” to the House, Peter Wendover encour-
aged his colleagues to remember the soldiers
from the Revolutionary War. He stated, “In their
memory, and to their honor, let us restore sub-
stantially the flag under which they con-
quered.” The third Flag Act passed on April 4,
1818, and was signed into law by President
James Monroe.

From then on, the number of states in the Union
would dictate the number of stars on the flag.
The change would be made official on the fourth
of July following the state’s admission. That act
has continued to dictate how the flag is updated
ever since, with the most recent change occur-
ring in 1960. In 2007, the 50-star flag became
the longest-used flag in US history.

The Armistead family preserved the garrison
flag which was loaned to the Smithsonian in
1907 and permanently gifted in 1912. It is per-
manently exhibited in the National Museum of
American History in Washington, DC. The
whereabouts of the storm flag are unknown.



