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PRESIDENTS’ LETTER 

It has been an honor for me to serve as one of the Co-Presidents of the 
Moore County Historical Association these past two years. Starting in 
July, I will serve one year in an advisory capacity only to the Executive 
Committee. I will remain editor of the association’s newsletter. 

In previous presidents’ letters we have written about changes in the 
MCHA as we adapt to the aging of many of our volunteers, and we try to 
expand our organization to attract families with children. We realize that 
they are the future for this association. Now, I want to discuss a topic I 
briefly mentioned at the Annual Meeting in June, namely the newsletter 
and electronic announcements. 

We use Mail-Chimp to handle electronic announcements and we re-
ceive feedback. We know that almost 100% of the emails are delivered 
to the correct address, Mail-Chimp reports that 60-70% of the delivered 
emails are opened. This is better than average for similar organizations. 
Recently Mail-Chimp added a new metric—multiple openings of the 
same email at the same address. This implies the 70% includes both 
single and multiple openings of the same email. Excluding multiple 
openings, only 34% open the email once. If correct, only one in three 
members looks at an email announcement or newsletter. 

This is very discouraging. There is no data for postal newsletters or an-
nouncements. How many just “round file” these along with junk mail? To 
evaluate this, there is a short questionnaire with the membership renew-
als. Meanwhile, I encourage you to read emails from your association. 
Electronic communication is fiscally responsible and conserves volun-
teer manpower input. Many of  the decisions we make are based on the 
assumption members read the announcements. 

I also encourage you to complete the short questionnaire and thank you 
in advance for your responses. It has been an honor to serve as your 
president and editor.                                  Respectfully, Matt Farina 

Shaw House, Garner 

House, Sanders Cabin & 

Tobacco Barn in        

Southern Pines 

Carthage Bryant House and  

McLendon Cabin in     

Carthage JULY 2025 
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17th ANNUAL SHAW HOUSE   
HERITAGE FAIR & MOORE 

TREASURES SALE 

At the Shaw House, 110 W. Morganton 
Road, Southern Pines.  Will occur rain or 
shine. 

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE 

Friday, SEPTEMBER 12, 2025, Moore Treas-
ures Pre-Sale from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm pre-
cisely. 

Saturday, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025, Heritage 
Fair and Moore Treasures Sale from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm  

Admission fee: adults $2; children under 12 
are free. A free raffle ticket is included with 
each paid admission. 

The annual Fair and Treasures Sale serve as 
a major fund-raiser for the non-profit Moore 
County Historical Association. The fair offers 
unique vendors, food, live music and entertain-
ment, demonstrations of old-time crafts, treas-
ure sales and farm animals for petting.  

There will be collectibles, pottery, jewelry, art, 
antiques, vintage books, toys, glassware, and 
much more, all at great prices. Credit cards are 
accepted, but cash or checks are preferred. 

Please note that this year there is an admission 
charge of $2 for adults on SATURDAY, but this 
includes a free raffle ticket with paid admission. 
Additional raffle tickets can be purchased for $2 
each, or 3 for $5. 

Also note that the Treasures Pre-Sale, only, will 
begin on Friday from 9-1 precisely. There is no 
admission charge on Friday. The pre-sale re-
places the two weekend sales held in the past. 
The pre-sale ends at 1 pm to allow vendors to 
set up. 

We are now accepting donated collectibles and 
housewares for the sale. Please leave them on 
the back porch of Shaw House or contact Sarah 
at 910-692-2051 to arrange a pick up. 

       
 

UP-COMING 

EVENTS 
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Clenny Creek Heritage Day 

Once again the weather cooperated and the 
celebration had good attendance. The egg 
hunt was popular. The scavenger hunts were 
also popular and educational as the partici-
pants had to ask the demonstrators questions  
in order to record the answers on their scav-
enger lists. The reenactors expended much 
black powder firing their muskets. Onlook-
ers were very delighted. Live music and deli-
cious food were enjoyed by the attendees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish American History 

Moore County Historical Association mem-
ber, Don McLeod, is a historian and former 
professor of pharmacology at UNC-Chapel 

Hill, Duke, and the New York State University at 
Buffalo. He has spoken to our Association on the 
history of Scots establishing the University of 
North Carolina. On May 10, Don presented to the 
Scottish American History Forum the odyssey of 
the Ulster Scots from Scotland to Ulster and 
America. 

Moore County is rich in Scottish history, and Scot-
tish History USA is working to establish a Scottish 
History Center in the county. Since a number of 
our members are of Scottish heritage, the MCHA 
will keep you apprised of  SHUSA’s efforts. 

Colonial Day at the Shaw House 

A small crowd of 179 attended the first Colonial 
Day activities on May 10. However, a number of 
young families with children were there, and many 
asked questions of the demonstrators and speak-
ers. Docents led tours of the property. We were 
pleased with this nascent event, given that we 
were competing for the public against a number of 
large festivals, including the Carthage Buggy Fes-
tival. 

Next July will be the 250th Anniversary of the Dec-
laration of Independence and the birth of the Unit-
ed States. Our association is planning on repeat-
ing Colonial Day as part of the celebration. 

 

 NEWS 



4  

4 

The Association’s Tours 

MCHA continues to work with Collette Tours for 
the best possible travel experience. Every trip 
booked through MCHA to Collette benefits our 
association with a contribution from Collette. 
These trips are open to the public as well as 
members of MCHA. The Pacific Northwest & 
California trip planned for October 12-19 is filling 
fast. If you are interested, please log  on to  
gateway.gocollette.com/link/1298612 for addi-
tional information. About $700 deposit will be 
required to secure your seat. 

Our next USA trip will be to Mackinac Island and 
the Grand Hotel, on May  3 to May 11, 2026 for 9 
days including 13 meals. Included are the Tulip 
Time Festival, Chicago Millenium Park, Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Henry Ford Mu-
seum and Greenfield Village. After an excellent 
trip to Africa,  we are also searching for a new in-
ternational trip. Members have suggested for con-
sideration a trip to Japan, Antarctica, Greece or 
Australia.  For more information, contact  Walker 
Oldham 910-638-1450.  

Accomplishments 2024-2025 

Your Association had a busy fiscal year from  
July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025, as listed below.  

1. The extensively revised Directors’ Manual and 
Code of Conduct was approved in July. 

2. The Kenneth Black Cemetery was rededicated 
on the 243rd anniversary of Black’s death. A 
large crowd attended the event, many from the 
Black family.  

3. New lighting was installed in the Sanders Cabin 
to better display some of its features. 

4. Eagle Scout, Locke Arpin, donated 4 sturdy 
benches for the Shaw property. 

5. In August MCHA met with the president of Scot-
tish Heritage USA which is exploring the estab-
lishment of a Scottish Heritage Museum locally. 
The organizations will share newsletters & ideas. 

6. The MCHA had an information & display booth at 
the Malcolm Blue Festival in September. 

7. A MCHA booth was manned by Joey McNeill at 
the Highland Games in Laurinburg in October. 

8. Eagle Scout, Joshua Butler, donated a period 
outhouse at the Shaw Property and donated re-
sidual money of over $641 to the MCHA. 

9. The Shaw House Heritage Fair in October was 
held under a new format with two days of Moore 
Treasures (Friday & Saturday) in lieu of two sepa-
rate Saturdays. Fair admission was also charged. 

10. Lecture series talk in August by Don McLeod ti-
tled “The Creation of UNC in 1795 by Scot-Irish 
Graduates of Princeton.” 

11. Tours with Collette Tours were  resumed with Af-
rica (May 2025) and the Pacific Northwest (Fall 
2025). MCHA receives a 10% percent donation. 

12. In November Larry Koster brought more local 
postcards whose images were added to the post-
card collection he donated in the past. 

13. Work was completed on refacing the McLendon 
Cabin back wall logs. 

14. The trunk of a large oak tree that fell at the OSG 
was removed and the stump ground. 

15. A series of very successful 10-Plate Dinners were 
held at the Shaw House with period meals pre-
pared by renown chefs in the area, netting 
$5,641. 

16. A 12’ x 16 ‘ three-sided log shed with metal roof 
was constructed at the Bryant property using the 
original logs salvaged from the Kennelwood Cab-
in in Pinewild. It will house donated farm equip-
ment. 

17. After the theft of several gravestones at OSG, 
security cameras were installed at the OSG, Bry-
ant House and the Shaw House to record the en-
try of vehicles and people at these sites. 

18. The roofs of the Shaw House, Garner House 
front, and shed were professionally cleaned to 
remove moss, lichen, etc. with dramatic brighten-
ing of the roofs. 

19. In December the MCHA had very successful holi-
day open houses at Shaw House for association 
members, at Shaw for the general public, and at 
Bryant House for the general public. 

20. The Men in Kilts calendar was a successful ven-
ture with all of the 150 calendars sold, netting 
$2,552. 

http://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1298612
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21. Starting with the February 2025 newsletter, all 
newsletters will be electronic, saving printing 
costs, collating, folding, taping and mail costs. 

22. In February, MCHA partnered with Weymouth 
Center for a talk presented by Marion Deer-
hake about Jane Pratt, North Carolina’s first 
Congresswoman. 

23. A granite slab with a prayer in Scottish-Gaelic 
and English, was placed in the Kenneth Black 
Cemetery in January.  

24. A major revision of the by-laws was undertak-
en with the addition of a new amendment on 
Indemnification. The revised by-laws were ap-
proved in April. 

25. In April, there was a successful Clenny Creek 
Heritage Fair with the new features of an egg 
hunt and scavenger hunts for children &  
adults. 

26. In May, the MCHA held its first Colonial Day at 
the Shaw House featuring reenactors, living 
history, talks and other events. 

27. Income generated from membership dues has 
increased from $8,300 to almost $15,000 by 
the end of April 2025. The goal was $16,000 
with 2 months to go. 

Error Correction 

In the April newsletter, the article on the early 
history of the Moore County Historical Associ-
ation and our founder, Buffie Ives had a factu-
al error. The information was collected from 
The Pilot Newspaper archives, but the report-
er at the the time incorrectly described the lo-
cation of the Shaw house property. 

 The Shaw House is on Morganton Road. The 
Duncan Shaw House is on East Connecticut 
Avenue. The owners of the Shaw House in 
1946 were Mr. and Mrs. Scott Newton (Mrs. 
Newton was Squire Shaw's daughter).  A 
framed copy of the check payable to Kittie 
Newton is hanging in the Shaw House. When 
the Newton’s were informed of the plans to 
preserve the Shaw house, they very gener-
ously reduced the sale piece from $6,000 to 
$5,000. The error was corrected on the April 
2025 newsletter posted on-line. 

Annual Meeting of Membership 

The Annual Meeting of the membership was held  
on June 1, 2025, at the Weymouth Center. The 
audience of more than 50 attendees voted to ac-
cept the recommendations of the Membership 
Committee for Board nominees for the fiscal year 
July 2025 to June 2026. There were two new 
first-time members to the Board. 

Bradly Dick is a member of the association who 
lives in Vass. He has been a member of the 
Southern Pines Fire Department for 11 years. 
His hobbies are photography and videography. 
James Kennedy is a member who lives in 
Southern Pines. His background is in public ad-
ministration. James loves history. He and his wife 
are world travelers. 

It was announced at the meeting that the Board 
had approved an increase in yearly dues to $50 
for the fiscal year. A formal letter will be sent to 
the membership in July. 

Danielle Herbst, Director of Membership and Vis-
itor Experience at Weymouth, was the keynote 
speaker. She spoke about the background be-
hind James Boyd’s Revolutionary War historical 
novel “Drums” which is celebrating its 100th An-
niversary this year. The exhibit “Interpreting 
Drums” will feature three original painting by 
American artist, N.C. Wyeth that served as illus-
trations for the commemorative edition of 
“Drums.” 

After the talk, members enjoyed strawberries, 
cake, whipped cream and refreshments provided 
by the Board of MCHA. A fine time was had by 
all, and the weather cooperated. Officers for the 
association will be voted upon by the Board at 
the July meeting. 



6  

6 

 

John Shaw: Physician, Commu-
nity Leader and Man of Faith 

When I was asked to serve as head docent in 
2023 I reported to the board that my goals were 
to re-open the Counting Office located on the 
left (west) side of the front porch to visitors; to 
update the “black books” which contain infor-
mation concerning the artifacts in each room; 
and lastly to obtain a portrait of Dr. John Shaw 
for the house. We re-opened the Counting Of-
fice in 2024 and the black books are a “work in 
progress” as Paula Caddell, our curator, com-
pletes the house inventory. The third goal of ac-
quiring John Shaw’s portrait eluded me until two 
months ago. 

Mary Ray Shaw (widow of Charles Cornelius 
Shaw) died in 1874. At the time of her death, 
eight of her twelve children were alive. Two had 
died in early childhood, and two sons had died 
of disease as soldiers during the Civil War.  

We had portraits of seven of the living children 
on display in the house (Duncan Shaw, Peter 
Shaw, Elizabeth Shaw Graham, Margaret Shaw 
Ray, Mary Jane Shaw, Charles W. “Squire” 
Shaw and Christian Shaw). I noticed a small 
picture of the eighth child, Dr. John Shaw, in a 
book written by Manly Wade Wellman entitled 
“The County of Moore 1847-1947”, but it was 
too small to reproduce. 

Bill Britton, the current Register of Deeds of 
Moore County in Carthage, NC, and a member 
of our Association board, has generously al-
lowed the MCHA the use of a room in the base-
ment to store our archives. About two months 
ago, Sue Pockmire, our archivist, was making 
one of her many trips to the archives and no-
ticed Dr. John Shaw’s portrait along with other 
portraits of past Registers of Deeds hanging 
above a beautiful roll top desk that had been 
used in the office through the years.  

Dr. Shaw served as the Register of Deeds 
from 1845-1854. Sue received Bill’s consent 
and made a reproduction, framed it and hung 
it in the parlor. Special thanks to Sue. 

John was Mary’s third child (and third son) 
and was born on October 10, 1824. In 1848 
he joined the medical practice of Dr. Hector 
Turner in Carthage.  
 
In addition to serving as Register of Deeds, 
he was a member of the North Carolina 
House of Representatives from 1858-1860 
and 1872-1874. In 1887, he was a trustee of 
Carthage academy. 
 
In September 1850, John was elected by the 
Fayetteville Presbytery as a Trustee of what 
would become Carthage Presbyterian 
Church. He died on January 3, 1898, and is 
buried in his church’s cemetery  in Carthage. 

DOCENT NOTES 

By 

Steve Gaydica 
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A SLICE OF 

HISTORY 

 Parents Mailing Children 
 
Several instances of children traveling 
through the mail were by train. On February 
19, 1914, parents in Idaho took advantage of 
the affordable Parcel Post rate to mail their 
daughter to her grandmother’s house. It was 
one of several instances of people mailing 
children using stamps. 
 
A year earlier, the Post Office Department had 
initiated its Parcel Post Service for fourth-
class mail on January 1, 1913. Parcel Post 
Service could be used to send items weighing 
16 ounces or more through the mail. The mail 
was divided into four classes, with Parcel Post 
making up the fourth class. Almost any type of 
merchandise could be mailed parcel post, in-
cluding day-old chicks, baby alligators, and 
honeybees. Only items that could be danger-
ous to handle could not be sent through Par-
cel Post. 

It wasn’t long after the new service began that 
parents found an interesting loophole. None 
of the regulations concerning parcel post pro-
hibited the mailing of people, since other living 
things were being mailed that way. In January 
1913, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Beauge of Glen Es-
te, Ohio, sent their young son via Rural Free 
Delivery one mile to his grandmother’s. The 

parents paid 15¢ for the stamps and insured 
their son for $50.  Later that month, a family in 
Pine Hollow, Pennsylvania, mailed their daugh-
ter to relatives in Clay Hollow at a cost of 45¢. 
 
Then on February 19, 1914, five-year-old May 
Pierstorff’s parents in Grangeville, Idaho, want-
ed to send their daughter to visit her grandpar-
ents 73 miles away. They placed 53¢ in stamps 
on her coat and handed her over to the postal 
worker on the railway mail train, who also hap-
pened to be a relative. Despite her safe delivery 
to her grandmother’s doorstep, once Postmas-
ter General Albert S. Burleson heard her story, 
he officially prohibited postal workers from ac-
cepting humans to be mailed. 

 
In spite of this, a woman mailed her six-year-old 
daughter 720 miles from Florida to Virginia the 
following year for 15¢. The last known instance 
of a child being mailed came in August 1915, 
when three-year-old Maud Smith was mailed 
from her grandparents to her sick mother in 
Kentucky. Even after this, some people attempt-
ed to mail children, but postmasters rejected 
their applications claiming they couldn’t be clas-
sified as “harmless live animals.” 
 
(Reprinted from Mystic Stamp Company transporta-
tion and postal history, February 2025)  


